
 

 

 
303 MARKHAM PLACE 

 
PASADENA 

 
 
Style:  Colonial Revival 
 
Year of Completion:  1898 (according to the Pasadena City Assessor’s map-books) 
 
Original Building Permit:  There is no original permit for this house.  The earliest permits on 
file at the City’s building department date back to 1902.  
 
Cost to Build: $2,100 (according to the Pasadena City Assessor)—a larger-than-average cost for 
a house of this size at the time. 
 
Architect:   The City’s historic preservation division has attributed the design to Herbert L. 
Smith, one of Pasadena’s earliest architects who later also worked as a contractor.  Please see the 
attached biographical materials on pages 10 through 15. 
 
Builder:  Probably day laborers under the supervision of the architect. 
 
First Owner:  Carolyn P. Marshall.  She purchased the vacant parcel from George P. Kimball.  
By 1900, Ms. Marshall’s name had changed to Carolyn P. Brown.  No documentation could be 
found that she ever lived in the house, or in Pasadena, for that matter.  Like many South Orange 
Grove-area residences it may have been rented out to visitors from the East or Midwest at a time 
when Pasadena was a popular winter resort.   
 
Other Building Permits:  A permit was issued in 1912 to alter the second-story windows and 
extend the front porch to the east.   
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In 1920, the main entrance was to be reconfigured and two doors entering onto the front porch 
added. D. C. McCallum of Pasadena was the contractor. The estimated cost was $495. 
 
In July 1929, several alterations were permitted: build a 3-by-7-foot second-story closet against 
the east side of the house, just north of the front porch; partition off an additional 6.5-by-8.5-foot 
bathroom; and reposition the built-in refrigerator.  D. C. McCallum of Pasadena was the 
contractor for these projects, totaling $700.  A copy of this permit is attached on page 17. 
 
Permission was given in April 1937 to remodel the kitchen, including new cupboards, and to 
alter the maids’ quarters.  The cost was $495.  No contractor was identified. 
 
A new furnace was installed in October 1937 and again in July 1962. 
 
A permit was issued in August 1946 to insulate the house at a cost of $153. 
 
New kitchen appliances were installed in May 1948. 
 
The existing service porch was to be expanded by five feet and its termite-damaged floor 
replaced, according to a permit issued in August 1955.  The cost was estimated at $700.   
 
In October 1960, permission was given to remove a partition, enlarge the bookcase in the den to 
fill the length of the east wall, install a bar sink, and remodel the kitchen, including new cabinets.  
R. F. Puck of Pasadena was the contractor. The cost was estimated at $2,600.  A copy of this 
permit is attached on page 18. 
 
The remodeling of a bathroom was approved in August 1968.  The cost was estimated at $1,000.  
 
Another bathroom was to be remodeled in January 1969 for $1,000. 
 
In February 1972, an earthquake-damaged chimney was to be repaired for $400 by Fred Travis 
of Pasadena. 
 
In June 1998 the residence and garage were re-roofed with Class A, 20-year Celotex material.  
The cost was estimated at $10,130. 
 
The house was seismically upgraded in February 2001 by the installation of a sister perimeter 
foundation.  Seismic Safety of Pasadena was the contractor for this $12,275 job. 
 
In February 2015, two new HVAC systems were installed by Home Comfort of Los Angeles. On 
the same day, a permit was issued to remove the old knob-and-tube wiring, rewire the house, and 
upgrade the electrical service to 200 amps.  VSE Electric of West Hills was the contractor. 
 
A damaged chimney was to be replaced in March 2015 at a cost of $10,600. Boston Brick & 
Stone of Pasadena was the contractor.  
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A major remodeling of the house was permitted in January 2016, to cost $222,756.  James Coane 
of Pasadena was the architect and the contractor was General Trade Construction of  
La Cañada Flintridge.  Among the tasks to be accomplished:  1) on the first floor add 336 square 
feet to include a mud room and to extend a breakfast nook, kitchen, family room, and a 
sunroom/office; 2) on the second floor add 831 square feet to include a master bedroom and 
sitting room and to extend a bathroom and a walk-in closet; 3) remodel 1,425 square feet to 
include a first-floor enlarging of the kitchen by removing a laundry and butler’s pantry, 
converting a portion of the kitchen into a new butler’s pantry, converting a portion of a hall into 
a powder room, and converting an office and bathroom into a new family room and 
sunroom/office; 4) on the second floor converting of a bedroom into both a new laundry and a 
portion of a master bathroom and relocating a bathroom. Also, windows and doors were to be 
altered, a new attached 431-squae-foot rear covered porch was to be built as well as a 50-square-
foot balcony. A new detached unenclosed 176-square-foot cabana was to be constructed with an 
enclosed 60-square-foot bathroom and a 262-square-foot open trellis with an outdoor fireplace. 
 
A new fire sprinkler system was installed in July 2016 by Craig Fire Prevention of Monrovia. 
 
A permit was issued in June 2017 to legalize a 45-square-foot bathroom and repairs to 15.75 
linear feet of stairs.  James Coane was again the architect and General Trade Construction of  
La Cañada Flintridge was the contractor. The estimated cost was $3,000. 
 
In August 2018, permission was given to construct an 18-by-42-foot swimming pool at a cost of 
$35,000.  Pacific Outdoor Living of Sun Valley was identified as the contractor on the initial 
permit but was changed to General Trade Construction. 
 
Also that month, the construction of a closed-roof 15-by-22-foot pavilion and a firepit was 
permitted. Pacific Outdoor Living was the contractor for this project, valued at $44,987. 
 
Copies of some of these permits are attached on pages 21 through 34. 
 
(Note: Permits for very minor alterations, such as water heater replacement, are not included.  
Also not included are permits missing from the file or whose microfilmed or digital copies are 
indecipherable and not otherwise recorded or described in Assessor’s records.)    
 
Assessor’s Records:  The earliest building record for this property found in the old City 
Assessor’s files was probably completed in 1915.  It recorded a single residence and barn.  The 
house had a brick and wood foundation, walls covered in wood siding and shingles, a hipped 
roof covered in shingles, and plain wood trim.  Heat was provided by two fireplaces and a gas 
furnace.  There were eight (later upgraded to eleven) plumbing fixtures.  Interior finishes were 
described as “stock” and “plain.”  A buffet was built-in.  The house had a total of seven 
hardwood floors.   
 
The City Assessor estimated the square footage at 3,309.  On the first floor were three living 
rooms (one was probably a dining room), one bedroom, and a kitchen.  The second floor 
contained four bedrooms and two bathrooms.  There was also a brick-walled basement that 
measured approximately twelve by twenty feet and was four feet deep.   
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A two-story barn, measuring approximately 15 by 22 feet, had a wood floor, walls of wood 
siding, and a shingled roof.  Attached to the rear was a 7-by-12-foot shed with a concrete floor.   
 
On March 18, 1947 the Assessor recorded the completion of an insulation project. 
 
The Assessor returned on December 13, 1955 to note that five feet had been added to the rear of 
an existing service porch.   
 
On January 14, 1961 the Assessor recorded an enlarging of a den and the remodeling of a 
kitchen, with new built-in appliances.   
 
The remodeling of a bathroom was noted by the Assessor on March 17, 1969.   
 
The Los Angeles County Assessor currently estimates the square footage of the house at 3,975 
with five bedrooms and four bathrooms.   
 
Copies of the City Assessor’s building records are attached on pages 35 through 42. 
 
(Note: The Pasadena City Assessor’s Office ceased operations in 1974.  Their square footage 
totals often differed from those of the Los Angeles County Assessor’s Office, since they 
frequently included garages, terraces, patios, etc. in their computation.  It is advisable to rely on 
the County Assessor’s square footage figures since they are more up-to-date and consistent.)  
 
Other Owners and Residents:  Mrs. Brown sold her home in 1904 to Mrs. Annie Stewart. 
Brackett.  She shared the house with her husband Harvey S. Brackett, their teen-aged sons  
Ross D. and William F., and a live-in servant.  Mr. Brackett (1852-1946), born in New 
Hampshire, had been in the accounting business in Boston but was identified as “retired” by 
1900.   The Bracketts appear to have been living in the Markham Street house by that year which 
indicates they may have rented before buying.  Beginning in 1923, the Brackett family moved to 
Los Angeles and rented out their Pasadena house.  Among their tenants: William S. Lawson, Jr., 
the manager of the F. H. Ruppel contracting company and vice-president/manager of the Adoblar 
Brick Company, who lived in the house with his wife Helen (1923-1933); and Jules M. J. 
Kievets, a native of Holland who owned a well-known local art gallery, and his wife Helena H. 
Kievets (1934-1936).  Mr. and Mrs. Brackett later moved to Erie, Pennsylvania. 
 
Breo Freeman, a well-known Pasadena architect, and his wife Dorothy Dobbins Freeman became 
the owners in 1937. Mr. Freeman maintained an office at 117 East Colorado, Room 531.  
A biographical article on Mr. Freeman is attached on page 16. 
 
By 1947, John H. and Gertrude S. Hamlin had assumed title.  Mr. Hamlin was a pension 
consultant with the Ron Stever company in Los Angeles. 
 
The resident of the house in 1955 was Ralph W. Atkinson. 
 
Taber H. Mahler, a civil engineer with A. O. Smith, and his wife Jan B. Mahler were recorded as 
the owners around 1956.   
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Richard P. B. Tyson and his wife Mary W. Tyson became the owners in September 1960.  At 
that time Mr. Tyson was a lawyer with the Pasadena firm of Webster & Tyson.  A 1950 graduate 
of the Southwestern University Law School, Mr. Tyson received a number of professional 
honors during his career.  An article from the March 4, 1982 issue of the Pasadena Star-News is 
attached on page 17. 
 
In September 2004 title to the property was transferred to the Tyson Family Trust.  The Tyson 
family owned the property for sixty years. 
 
The current owner is the Cheetah Family Trust, Debra Ranck trustee. 
 
Notes:  A short history of Markham Place, written by old-time historian C. Fred Shoop, is 
attached on page 9. 
 
Attached on page 7 is a photograph of the house from a 1903 Pasadena Board of Trade souvenir 
book.  It shows the structure before the alterations of 1912 and the 1920s. 
 
Attached on page 8 is part of a page from a Sanborn Fire Insurance Map that shows footprints of 
the house and its neighbors as they appeared in 1903. 
 
The property was advertised for sale in the June 5, 1960 issue of the Los Angeles Times. 
It was described as a “sophisticated older home” with a “charming” downstairs and a “compact” 
upstairs.  The property also contained a two-story carriage house (with workshop below and 
studio above) and a “family orchard.”  A copy of this ad is attached on page 18. 
 
Significance:  The City of Pasadena has determined that the Marshall house is a contributor to 
the Markham Place National Register Historic District, established in 2005, and a City Landmark 
District.  Attached on pages 19 and 20 is the City’s recording document, which includes a good 
physical description of the house. 
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Sources: 
 Los Angeles County Assessor  
 Los Angeles Public Library 

City of Pasadena, Planning and Development Department (Design & Historic 
Preservation Section) 

 Pasadena Public Library 
 Pasadena Museum of History (Research Library and Archives) 
 
 Gebhard, David and Robert Winter.  An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles. 
  Salt Lake City, Gibbs-Smith, 2003. 
 McAlester, Virginia and Lee.  A Field Guide to American Houses.   
  New York, Knopf, 1984. 
 Pasadena Board of Trade.  Illustrated Souvenir Book, 1903. 
 Pasadena Community Book, 1947 and 1955. 
  
 City Directories: 1898- 
 
 Los Angeles Times: February 13, 1904; June 5, 1960 
 Pasadena Star-News:  October 7, 1941; March 29, 1953; May 8, 1963; March 4, 1982 
  
 Internet Resources, including California Index, California Death Index,  

Gale Biography Master Index, Ancestry.com, and Historic Los Angeles Times 
Database. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Gregory 
The Building Biographer 
400 East California Blvd., #3 
Pasadena, CA  91106-3763 
 626-792-7465 
timgregory@sbcglobal.net 
www.buildingbiographer.com   
 
Copyright  November 2014; revised August 2026 
by Tim Gregory 
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Pasadena Board of Trade 
Illustrated Souvenir Book (1903) 

  



8 
 

 
 

 
1903 SANBORN MAP 

Sheet 71 
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Los Angeles Times 

June 5, 1960; p. L37 
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